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Forgiveneſs of Sin as a Debt. 
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Mar r k. vi. 12. And forgive us our Debts. 
Compar d with ä 
LUKE xi. 4. And forgive us our Sins. 


ROM this Petition in the Lord's Prayer, thus 
| differently expreſs d by the two Evangeliſts, we 
may eaſily obſerve, (for Prayer may preach, this 
Prayer preacheth) 
1. That Sin & a Debt to God Almighty, nay, it be- 
comes us to expreſs it with Application, for fo fuch 


Truths as theſe look beſt : Our Sins are our Debts. 


2. That the Pardon of Sin is the Forgiveneſs of this Debt, 
and the Diſcharge of the Debtor from it: And as the 
former muſt be thought of with a Penitent Application, 


| confeſling and bewailing our Sins as our Debts , fo this 


with a Believing Application. This is a Privilege of- 

fer d to us in the Goſpel: O that we might partake of it! 
Repentance and Remiſim of Sins are the two great 

things which Miniſters are appointed to preacy in Chriſt's Luke 24. 


Name to all Nations, and which Chriſt is himſelf exalted 47. 


to the Right Hand of the Father to give; elſe our Preach- Acts 3. 3c. 


ing them would be in vain. I am here this Day to 


peach them, depending upon Divine Grace to give them, 
is an Embaſſador for Chriſt, to beſcech you by Repen- 
tance for Sin to be reconciled to God, that by the Remil- 2 Cor. 3. 
1 of Sin he may be reconciled ts yoit, Brethren, theſe 20. 
ie Matters of Life and Death, Matters of everlaſting 
A 2 Con- 


e 


| Fla. 126. upon it you may ſow 


$& 


aright, we cannot but be reaſon'd into it. 


85 


wing nigh tothe 
a 
Fort... 5 hang Commute wit Br . 
Repemane in your ations for that Ordinance, 
to aſſure you of upon Repentance in your 
Arendance ppon 3? To H, you Sin, bes Rell 


«gd and to ſhew you 
on him you may reap in Foy, and 
br get ve your Tears wiped l 


This Similitade, which Sin as 4 Debt, and 
the Pardon of Sin as the Forgrving of that Debt, our Sa- 
viour often us d: And it is a proper one, — 
ficant, and I hope by the of God may be 

of this Great Con- 


both to let us into the 
W and to affect us with it. 

For the 1 Doftrine, That the Sins we are to repent of 
are our Debts to God. 

1. There is a Debt to God, which ariſeth from the 
rc and 
om A v we always owe, 
uſt be always paying in the of his Grace: : 
oke ſo eaſy, that we cannot defire to be ca d of it: A 
Service ſo reaſonoble, as that, if we underſtand our ſelves 


We are Debtors, not to the Fleſh, ſaith the Apoſtle, we 
are under no Obligation 


Debtors to Gd: Thar which i fd to beour Pup ds 
e3cxoulu mance, that which we owe the domg 

We owe — to God, as a Being infinitely Bright 
and Bleſſed, and Glorious. We owe Allegiance to him 
as our Sovereign Lord and Ruler. We are bound in 
Honour and Duty, in Gratitude and Intereſt, to obſetve 
his Statutes, and to keey his Laws, are bound by all the 
Relations we ſtand in to him as our Creator, Owner, 


and obey him e our 
that we are thus y bY 
more ſenſible of the 
121 — 


2. # 


of the Law, and we do not pray to be diſcharg'd 


to ſerve it and ledſe it, and 
make proviſion for it; which intimates that we are 
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you all, pu 
hich is to convince the John 16. 


a Debt to Gcd, and 8. 


neglected his Buſineſs, and 
Our Saviour r 


vated or embezzeled his 
aur Caſe like that of a v ant 
ame to be reckon'd with 
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uſe of them in your Maſter's Service, 
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We have been intruſted with Talent, 
into our Hands with this Charge, Trad: 


till 


5 
E 


4 
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F * 


d 
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oa ond bon 
much in for loſt Time, 
Time that can never be recall'd. Opportunity is a Ti 
lent, Time fitted for the doing of that which will 
not be done at all, or not ſo well done another time 


The Time of Touth, Sabbath time, the Seaſons of Grat, 


the Minutes of theſe are in a particular manner preciow; 
but we have not improv'd theſe, we have received the 
Grace of God in them in vain, have had many a Prize gut 
into our Hands to get Wiſdom, which for want of a Heart, 
4 Heart at the Right Hand, for want of Skill, and Will, 


which ſhould have been imploy'd in honouring 
but has been ſo wretchedly mifimploy'd, that the W. 


by Wiſdom (Reaſon doing its beſt, as it thought) knew | thi 
not God. San r a Fhrakh nd Our 


Scrength, are Talents; for tis deſign d we ſhould glorify 
— 2 = — Bodies 
ave Inftruments of Unrighteouſueſs to his Diſhonout, 
and for this Abuſe of — we are indebted. | 
Eftate we have in the World, what Intereft we have in 
others, or Influence upon them, is a Talent, puts us n 


2 Capacity of ſerving God, and doing good. hr 


we done ſo? No, we have all come hort, far Hat 4 
the Glory of Cod, have come ſhort of glorifying bim 2 


. 


and Courage, we have not made the right Uſe of Qur | 
Reaſon is a Talent, and all — and Faculties, 
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Stewards of the manifold Grace of God : A x Pet. 
RY N ry 10. * 
t have we been good Stewards? Tis re- 
hat they be faithful: But when in- 1 Cor. 4. 

10 wing to God, and doing all to his Glory, we 2. 

gy boy eat and drink to our ſelves, when Self Zech.7.6. 
thing muſt be gratified, and Self glorified, and 
ſought more than the things of Chrift, then Phil. 2. 
Stewards we convert that to our own Uſe, 21. 
Id have been laid out for our Maſter's Ho- 
is account we are in debt. 
to God as 4 Tenant is indebted to 
he is behind of his Rent, or has com- 
the Premiſes. We are all Tenants to 
„ Tenants at Will: All things we have 
þ to Life and Godlmeſs, which contribute to 
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me both of Body and Soul, we hold by, from, 

ad under him; ever fince we came in the World we 

have breath'd in his Air, gone upon his Ground, and 

lid upon the Gi hi dence: Nay, we have 

not only been, as tures, his Tenants on the Com- 

mon, poor Cottagers : But as Chriſtians he hath ler out 

bis Fi mn, as to Husbandmen, that he might re- Mat. 21. 
cue es it, and that we alſo might ſhare in its 33» 34. 
wy might have the Comfort of that, which 

ne give bim the Glory of. If Solomon have 4 thouſand 
Feces of Silver from his Vineyard at Baal-hamen, they Cant. 8. 
that keep the Fruit thereof ſhall have to hundred. 11, 12. 


Me lave no reaſon then to complain of a hard Bar- 
$05 we are not ty d toa Rack-Rent, tis only a Chief; 
ts only a E of the Fruits of the Vineyard it ſelf; yet 
this Rent has been unpaid, or not paid in currant Coin. 
Our Love to him that's the Rent demanded) has been 
as, tis well if it ave not been coumterfeit. Tis requi- 

that as Tenants we do Homage to our Lord ; (1 be- 


222 that's the Form) but we have not done 
and 
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our 
and | Bale Services 
nt goth come to his Vineyard looking for Grapes, but Ila 5. 2. 


traordinary; and yet that which 
this Ejettment chargeth him with, 
V. 23. are every one of us chargeable with : 
hand thy Breath is, and whoſe are all 
not glorified ;, thou haſt not render 
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juſtly threatens to return, and 
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them, and to recover it. 'Tis a Law Term; hewill® 
$9 covert as the Lord in an Action of Waite recon 
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Forgiveneſs of Sin as 4 Debt. 


| rum vaſtatum ;, for when God judgeth he will over- 


3. We are indebted to God as a Borrower is indebted 
1» the Lender; God hath beftow'd many Mercie upon 
us, has been loading us with his Benefits all our Days; 
that is, he has been lending to us according as the Caſe 
has requir'd : Our Natures are zereſſitovs, and continu- 
ally depending upon the Divine Providence : The New 
Natureis always craving, from the Divine Grace : God 


hath lent us Health, Eſtate, Relations and Comfort in 
them; He hath lent us the Means of Grace, Bibles, Mi- 


niſters, Sacraments, and the Conſolations of his Spirit. 
He hath never been to us as a Wilderneſs, or a Land of 


| Darkneſs, or as Waters that fail. 5 
But what have we render d to the Lord for all his Be- Pſal. 116 
nefits towards us ? What grateful Acknowledgments 12. 


have we made for his Favours to us? Alas! we have ail 


Reaſon to reproach our ſelves tor that which Flezekiah 
ischarg'd with, that we have not render'd again accord 2 Chron, 


ing to the Benefit done wnto us; and thus we come to be 32. 25. 


in Debt. God hath ſown plentifully upon us, and yet 1 Tim. 6. 
' hath reaped ſparingly from us; hath given ws richly all 17. 


things to enjoy, and yet we have ſerved him very poorly. 
The Series of God's Mercies hath been conſtant, bur the 


Courſe of our Duties hath been interrupted, and fre- 


quently broken off. When we reflect upon that Good- 
neſs and Mercy which hath followed us all the Days of our 


ind our Returns of Duty and Thankfulneſs no way an- 


lwerable to our Receivings of Mercy, and ſo we come | 


tobe in Debt. 
This Debt is ſtill the greater, in that we have made 
not only poor Returns, but il] Returns to the God of our 


Mercies : He hath nouriſhed and brought us up 2s Chil-Ia. 1. 3; 


dren, and yet we have rebelled againſt him; he hath load- 


ed us with Benefits, and yet we have loaded him with | 
our Iniquities: Thus have we requited the Lord, like Deut. 32. 
fooliſh People and umwiſe. Much of our Debt is contract- C. 


ed dy the moſt da ſe Ingratitude imaginable to the beſt 

of Friends, the beſt of Fathers, and if you call 4 Man 

yau can call him »o worſe. 

1 Our Debt to God is as the Debt of a Treſpaſſer to 
upon whom be hath ireſpaſſed. Our Sins, which are 


here 


Life, and come to ask, What Honour and what Dignity Alud. 
hath been done to our Great Benefactor for all this? We Elth. 6. 3. 
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A Sermon concerning the 


Mat. 6. here in the Lord's Prayer call'd, our Debts, in the Ver: 


x TI 


>. 


ſes following are call'd our Treſpaſſes, and from thence 
we commonly uſe that Word, in repeating the Lord's 
Prayer. An Action of Damage differs not much from 
an Action of Debt, and this Action lies againſt us as Sin- 
ners. 

We have broken through the Fences and Bounds which 
God by his Commands hath ſet us, and by which our 
Appetites and Paſtions ſhould have been reftrain'd and 


 kepr within Compaſs, and fo we are Ireſpaſſers in Debt to 


Gen, 11. 
6. 


God, for trampling his Law under Foot, and his Autho- 


rity, as il we were reſolv'd to be like our Forefathers at 
Habel, from whom nothing would be reftrained that they 


tmagined to do. 


Nay, we have broken in upon God's Rights, have inva- 


ded his Prerogatives, by taking that Praiſe to our ſelves 
which is due to him only; we have gone upon forbid- 
den Ground, and like our firſt Parents have eaten the 


Fruit of the Forbid:{cn Tree, by enriching our (elves with 


Gen. 3. 7. 


Mat. 22. 
„ 


have iujur d God, have injur'd him in his Honour. (And | 


unlaweſul Gains, and indulging our ſelves in unlawful 
Pleaſures, meddling, with that of which the Lord our God 
hath ſaid, Ye Hall nat eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch it. 
By preſuming on Comforts which we were not intitled 
to, we beceme Treſpaſſers, as he was that intruded into 


the Wedding-Feaſt, et having on a Wedding Garment , | 


Friend, how cameſt thou in hither ? | 
By theſe Treſpaſſes upon the Divine Authority, we 


the Creature cannot otherwiſe be injurious to the Crea. 


Job 35. 6. tor but in his Honour, If thou ſinne t, what doft thou a. 


gainſt him?) By this we are indebted to him; vatisfa- 


Mal. 3. 8. tion is demanded for the Injury; for fall a Man rob 


God, and never be call'd to an Account for it? treſpals | 


upon him,. impeach his Honour, and invade his Proper- 
ty, and never hear of it? | 


5. Our Debt to God is as the Debt of a Covenant Break | 
er, who enter'd into Articles, and gave Bond for Per- | 


formance, but has not made good his Agreement, 


fo has forfeited the Penalty of the Bond, which is Fec& | 
verable as far as the Damage goes by the Non-Perfor- | 
mance of the Articles. An Oath is call'd a Bond h: 
the Soul, becauſe it was commonly made with an lmpre 


cation of Evil, if the Promiſe was not perform d; fo 
he who broke his Promiſe ſo ratified, could 1 
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Forgiveneſs of Sin 4s a Debt. 
feel himſelf under the Burthen of his own Curſe. 
This is our Caſe ; we are bownd out from all Sin, and 

| bend up to all Duty, not only by the Bond of a Com- 
t by the Bond of a Covenant, to which we have 

our ſelves ſulſcrib d with the Hand; we have by ſolemn 
' Promiſe engag d our ſelves to be the Lords; to walk in Deut. 26. 
| bis Ways, and to keep his Statutes, our Baptiſm was an 17. 

arly and laſting Obligation upon us to be religious: 

But we have broken our Covenants with God, have vio- 
ned our Engagements, and thereby have not only for- 

feited the Blellings of the Covenant, but made our ſelves 
obnoxious to the Curſes of it, and io we are in Debt to 
God; as they were who tranſgreſſed the Covenant which Jer. 34. 
they made before God when they cut the Calf in twain ;, 18. 
wiſhing that they might fo be cut alunder, if they did 
not deal faithfully. This is aſſign'd as the Ground of 
| God's Controverſy with the World of Mankind, and 
for which they are all laid under the Arreft of his Curſe, 
they have changed the Ordinance, and broken the ever- Ila. 24.5, 
laing Covenant, therefore hath the Curſe devoured the 6. 
6. Our Debt to God is as the Debt of a Malefattor to 

the Law, and to the Government, when he is found Guilty 
of Treaſon or Felony, and conſequently the Law is to 
have its Courſe againſt him. And this is the moſt pro- 

Notion of the Debt of Sin ; for tho' our Saviour in 

is Parables alludes to Aoney-Debrs, yet the Caſe be- 
' tween God and «Man is not as that between Debtor and 
Creditor in Commerce; for God is our Sovereign, and 
we are his Subjects; he is our Law-giver, and we are 
bound by his Laws; The primary Obligation is to the 
Command of the Law, to obey that, which if we fail in, 
we fall under a ſecondary Obligation to the Curle of the 
| Law; and therefore as many as being Sinners are under 
the Lam, are under the Curſe, for ſo it is written, Curſed Gal. 3.10. 
ever) one, that continues not in every thing that is writ- 
| renin the Book of the Lawto doit. But God knows, and 
our own Hearts know, that we have not continued, no 
not in any thing; we are all Guilty before God, ſubject to Rom. z. 
l= Judgment The Scripture hath concluded us all under 19. 
Ln, that us up as Debrors and Criminals are ſkut up in Gal. 3. 22. 

lon, that the Law may have its Courie. 
. oo have all broken the Commands of the Law, and 

are became liable to the Sentence of it, The Saul thas Ezek. 18. 
| B 2 | fins A. 
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A Sermon concerning the 


s ſhall die; ſhall die, as a Soul can die; ſhall be made 
compleatly miſeruble; our Bleſſedneſs is forfeited, as the 
Life, Honour, and Eſtate of a Traitor is to the Publick 
Juſtice, to which he is thus to make the utmoſt Satish- 
ction he is capable of making: The Caſe is ours, and a 
deplorable Caſe it is. As the Corruption of our Nature 
makes us odious to God's Holineſs, ſo our many actual 
Tranſgreſſions make us obnoxious to his Juſtice, and thus 
we are Debtors to him. 

7. To make the Matter yet worſe, there is a Debt of 
ours to God, which is as the Debt of an Heir at Law upon 
his Anceſtors Account, of a Son who is liable to his Fa- 
ther's Debts, as far as what he has by Deſcent will go, 
and as far as he has any Aſſets in his Hand. By Adam's 
Diſobedience we were all made Sinners, were all made 
Debtors, and laid under this Charge, That we are a Seed 
of evil goers. | 

The human Nature comes to us by Deſcent from our 
firſt Parents, and it comes to us not only diſtemper d but 
attainted by Law ; as the Blood of a Traitor is corrupted 
by his Attainder ; when thoſe are under the Dominion 
of Death who yet never ſir'd after the Similitude of Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, and God vifits the Iniquity of the Fathers up- 
on the C:ildren, we muſt own our ſelves indebted on the 
Score of thole that are gone before us. 


8. There are Debts of ours likewiſe which are as the | 
Debt of a Surety upon the Account of the Principal, I mean 


the Guilt we have contracted by our partaking of other 


Mens Sins, and making our ſelves acceſſary to them, as | v 


if we had not had Guilt enough of our own to an- 
ſwer for. 


We have, by the Influence of our Example, by Ad- | 


vice or Encouragement, by contributing to their Temp- 
tations, or exciting their Corruptions, or by a Conſent 


and Approbation ex poſt facto, made our {elves Partners | 
with others in Sin, and have had Fellomſhip with the un- 


fruitful Works of Darkneſs, which we ſhould rather have 
reprov'd, and io mutt an{wer not only for our Doings, 
bur for the Fruit of our Doings. a 
Secondly, Having open'd to you the ſeveral Ways how 
we come into this Debt to God, let us next enquire, 
phat Kind of Debt Sin is. _ 
1. It is an Old Debt, it is an early, nay, it is an heredi- 


ry Incumbrance upon our Nature. The 6 
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Cin as 4 Det. 13 
this Debt was laid in Adam's Sin, we are in Debt for 
he forbidden Fruit he eat, ſo high doth the Account 

; ſo far 333 it _ N — 1 
were called, and not miſcalld Tranſgreſſors Ila. 48. & 
the Womb, Debtors from the Womb ; we began betimes ay 
to go aſtray from God, and fo to run further and further 
ino Debt: It hath been long in the contracting, and 
continual Additions have been made to it, by renewed 
As of Rebellion againſt God. Job when he is old is Job 13. 
made to poſſeſs the Jniquities of bus Youth, and Ephraim 26. 
bears the Reproach of his Youth. And how earneſtly doth Jer.z1.19. 
| David pray, O remember not the Sins of my Youth. Plal. 25.7. 
2. It is 2 juſt Debt, and the Demand of it highly equi- 
table. We cannot ſay, that we are charg'd with more Job 34. 
then is meet, no, how high ſoever the Penalty is with 23. 
which we are loaded, certainly it is {eſs than our Iniqui- Job 11.6. 


| ties have deſerved. It is Divine Juſtice, the eternal 


Ruleand Fountain of Juſtice, that chargeth us with this 
Debt, and brings this Action againſt us; And we are Rom. 2. 
ſure that the Fudgment of God is according to Truth: Nor 2, 3, & 5: 
is he unrighteous who taketh Vengeance. 
3. It is a Great Debt, more than we imagine. It is 
repreſented by our Saviour as a Debt of ten thouſand Ta- Mat. 18. 
laut; In the Computation of Mony, a Talent is the 24. 
— Denomination, it amounts to above 187 Pounds 
our Mony; multiply that by ten thouſand, and what 
an immenſe Sum doth it come to ! This is deſign'd to 
ſhew us what a great deal of Malignity there is in every 
din, how beirovs it is in its own Nature; it runs us a Ta- 
en in Debt; and withal how numerous our Sins are, 
how many, how very many cur actual Tranſgreſſions, 
they are ten thouſands; more than the Hairs on our Head. 
Well might the Maſter fay to that Servant, when 
le opbraided him with his Pardon, I forgave thee that 
Fear Debt. 
| + Itisa Growing Debt; a Debt we are ſtill adding 
i a$a Tenant that is behind of his Rent, every Rent- 
duge makes the Debt more: Till we return by Repen- 
| ce, we are {till running further apon the Score; {till 
gung up upon truſt, and treaſuring up unto our ſelves Ram. 2.5 
| vuilt and Wrath againſt the day of Wrath. 
Thirdly, Having ſeen what kind of Debt Sin is, let us 
text ſee, what kind of Debtors Simers commonly are 7 
ad e thall find them e en like other furry Debtore, 


| 


C 


thac 


Gen. 4. 7. 


lay it to heart, nor enquire into the things which belong 
to their Peace, O what Multitudes of precious Souk 


tors, and very loth to come to 3n Acccunt. Thus Sin, 


looking into their Conſciences, becauſe they are 10 


way from his Father's Houſe into the far Country, there 


Eccl.9.18. 
he might honour God, and do Service to his Generation, 


help themſelves. 
1. Bad Debtors are oftentimes careleſs and un- 
concern d about their Debts; when are ſo embyr. 
raſs d and plung d, that they cannot hear the Thought of 
it, they contrive how to baniſh the Thought of it, and live 
merry and ſecure ; to laugh away, and drink away 
and revel away the Care and Sorrow of it. Thus 
ners deal with their Convictions, they divert them with 
the Buſineſs of the World, or drown: them in the Plex. 
ſures of Senſe ; Cain endeavour'd to ſhake off the Ter. 
rors of Conſcience, by Building a City : 'T was once faid 
of one that cied over Head and Ears in Debt, Surely his 
Pillow had ſome extraordinary V irtue in it to diſpoſe; 
Man to reſt, elſe one in that Condition could not repoſe 
himſelf upon it. One would wonder what Pillows Sin- 
ners lay their Heads on, that have bcen ſo long in Debt, 
that are ſo deep in debt to the Juſtice of God, and never 
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are loſt and periſh for ever, through meer Careleſsnek! 
2. Bad Debtors are commonly very waſtful, and when 
they find they are in Debt more than they can pay, care 
not how much further they run into Debt. How ext 
vagantare Sinners in ſpending upon their Luſts! what 
waite do they make of their Time and ity, and | 
of the noble Powers and Faculties with which they are 
indued, like the prodigal Son, who when he was run + 


r 


wafted his Sub lance with riotous Living. So true is that 
of Solomon, One Sinner deſtroys much good, with which 


and runs through a great deal of valuable Treaſure. 
3. Bad Debtors are commonly very /þy of their Credi 


ners care not how little they come into the Preſence d 
God, but rather ſay to the Almighty, Depart from 11 
they take no Plealure in hearing from him, in ſpeaking 
to him, or in having any thing to do with him; they 
deſire not the Knowledge of his good Ways, leſt th 

they ſhould come to the Sight of their own evil Was 
They are ſhy of communing with their own Hearts, 


hear 


willing to know the worſt by themſelves. _ 


rel ir forw 


2 
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Forgiveneſs of Sin as 4 Debt. 5 

but they ſpeak not aright, they do not Jer. 8. 6. 

towards Repentance and Converſion, 
no ſerious Reflefions upon themſel 
they never ask, What have I dane? But the Caſe 
thoſe Tradeſmen is juſtly ſuſpected, who are Strangers 
to their Books, and are afraid of knowing what Poſture 
their Affairs are in. 

4. Bad Debtors are ſometimes timorous, and tho' they 
frive to caſt off all Care about their Debts, yet when 
they are threaten'd their Hearts fail them, they are ſub- 
4 elt to Frights, and are ready to think every one they 
meet is a Bailiff, Thus Sinners carry about with them 

4 miſgiving Conſcience, which often reproaches them 

[and All them with fecret Terrors, and a Bitterneſs 
which their own Heart only knows. When Cain was 
under an Arreſt for that great Debt he contrated by | 
the Murther of his 45 7 what a Terror _— ” 2 
himſelf, crying out, My Puniſhment is greater t can Gen. 4. 
bear, tho it was much leſs than he Jeſerv'd. When 12, 13. 
Herod heard of Chriſt's Miracles, he preſently cry'd 
out, #: John the Baptiſt, whom I beheaded, he is cer- 
ninly rilen from the Dead. The wicked are ſometimes 
| — to flee where no Fear is, much more where there is 


5. Bad Debtors are apt to be dilatory and deceitful, 

do promiſe Payment this time and tother, but ſtill to 

break their Word, and beg further Day. Tis fo with 

anners , they do not ſay they will never repent, and 

| feturn to God, but not yet: The Time is not come, the Hag. 1. 2. 
Tame that the Lord's Houſe ſhould be built, bot they will 

afure you, that ſome time or other it ſhall be built. 

They are call d to come to an account with their own 

(ciences, to ſearch and try their Ways; and they 


ard to promiſe that they will do it; nay, they'll 
| & the Time, when they will do it. The * that 

.| Wd ten thouſzr:d Talents thought he needed not be be- 
dulden to his Maiter for a Pardon of the Debt, only he 
lg d arance : Hive Patience with me, and I will Mat. 18. 
dy thee all They ſhake off their Convictions, and elude 29- 
dem, by ſhifting off the Proſecution of them, like Felix, 
and Fry * room ms which Sea ſon never comes: 

re cozen'd of ir Tim 
1 all their Time, by being co- 
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16 Ane concerning the © 
Fourthly, To _ = the 2 with the 
an impenitent unpardon'd State, having ſhew'd von 
your Debt is, I ſhall next lay —— the ha 
are in by reaſon of this Debt. Many that owe a ore 
deal of Money, yet are furniſh'd with Conſiderations 
ſufficient to make them eaſy, but they are ſuch as our 
Cale will not admit. | 
1. An exact Account it kept of all our Debts. Fome 
that are in debt pleaſe themſelves with Hopes that their 
Debts cannot be prov'd upon them, and fo they ſhall 
eſcape: Harm by them; but this will do us no Service; 
Pſal. 50. all our Sins will be prov'd upon us. Theſe things thou 
21. done; tis in vain to deny it, or to avoid the Action 
pleading Nom eft Fattum. If the Debtor keep not an ac- 
— of his Debts, yet 3 doth, they are all 
1 boot d, all kept on Record, laid vp in Store with G 
98 and ſealed Pres. bis Treaſures. Job ſpeaks of his Tra | 
Job 14. gretlions as ſom'd up in 4 Bag, as the Indictments are up- 
17. on which thePriſoners are to be arraign d; or, as Bonds 
and Notes are carefully ty'd up together to be produced | 
when there is Occaſion. It will be to no purpole to 
conteſt the Account, when the Omniſcience of God will 
2 Kings atteſt it. Went not my Heart with thee ? ſaith the Prophet 
5. 26. To his Servant. Was not God's Eye upon us, when our 
Backs were upon him, and we were running from him | 
into By-paths? Were not all our Ways, our finful | 
Ways, ever before him ? They were, without doubt 
they were ; but — _— _ and ſee not 
„„ their Danger, becauſe (ſaith God) they conſider nt 1 
n their | We that I — all their Wickedneſs. But 
Pfal. 50. conſider this, ye that forget God, and his Goodnels, that 
-"_ God doth nor forget you and your Badnels. Our Sins | 
þ never ca# behind his Back, till we have ſet them d 
ore our Faces. 
2. We are utterly inſolven', and have not wherewithal' 
pay our Debts. If a Man be much in debt, yet if l 
knows he has wherewithal to «ſer all his Creditors, bt 
needs not much perplex himſ-!f, eſpecially if he can 
count with his Creditors themiclves: And there are tn 
that flatter themſelves with a Conceit, that this 
help them in their Dealing with God: For being - 
rant of his Righteouſneſs, of the Strictneſs of the 
Rom. 10. mands of his Juſtice, they go about ro eftabliſh a aw 
3. ouſue /s of their own, and are willing to hope that — 
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| God, by 
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& big, as if they 
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raps their All is nothing 
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wretchedly and miſerably and naked, 
ind, and would not fee it. Py 
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or next nothing. 
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? Can the All ſeeing God be deceiv'd ? *'Tis 
certain we owe more than we are worth; whether our 


| Debt be more or leſs, five hundred Pence, or fifty, we 


are not able to pay it. We cannot plead that we have by 
any Services to God, or Sufferings for him, made Satiſ- 
fiction for any part of our Debt; nor can we promiſe 


that we will; for whatever Good there is in us, tis 


God's own Gift, tis his own Work, for which we are 
yet more indebted to him. Whatever Good is done by 
as, tis what we are already bound to. And tho' a Te- 
nant ſhould pay his Rent for the future, yet that will 
not diſcharge his old Scores. We are become Bank- 
rupts, muſt own our ſelves fo, and are for ever undone, 
if the Debt we owe be exacted; for if God enter into 


in Judgment with us, and deal with us in ſtrict Juſtice ac- 


cording to our him for 


we are not able to anſwer 
of a t 


| We have no Oil to ſell, as the Prophet's 
Widow had, wherewith to pay om Debt, no Equivalent 
to offer, nor any thing wherewith to make a Compoſition. 
We are Debtors to 


for him: None has firft given to him, that it thould be 
recompenſed to bim again, Rom. 11. 35. There were 
thoſe indeed who thought they had made God their 

their Devotions. Wherefore have we faſted, 
v and thou ſeeſt not? But when the Matter comes 
look'd 
7 rea 


t 


de 


tions: 7, 
z. N. 


ut | but he is no Debtor to us, nor 
zs be ever behind-hand with thoſe that do any Service 


heir own, and no body ſhould loſe by ; 
ſelf rich and increaſed in Goods, Rev.3.17. 


what Good will it do us thus to deceive our 


Luke 7. 
41, 42, 


xl e . bs ty fhe, Lord, fol no cer Job 9. 


Ila. 58.3, 
4. 
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Sermon concerning the 


and help them in a Time of Need; but ſinful Meñ 
can — no ſuch ProſpeR, ſince all their Kindred > 
in the ſame he/pleſs Condition with themſelves, as deep 
in Debt as they are. The wealthieft Worldlings that 
have moſt 1ſoney, cannot with it undertake to 
Debts to God; no, we are not redeem'd with corruptible 
things, as Silver aud Gold. Pardons are thoſe Gifts 


Court of Heaven; thoſe therefore that are fo purchagd 
in the Court of Rome, are but Sham Pardons + Even 


L 3 thoſe that H thenſelt es in the NMultitude of their Riches, 


The rife Virgins, that have moit Grace, have moſt. 


| Gen. 42. 
21. 


Mi 
E 


Job 9.3 3. Matter, or as a Days Alm to lay his Hund 


yet none t m can by any Mc 71s redeem bis Brother, 


Oil, yet have none to ſpare, there is not enough for us 
and them. If God contend with us, no Man on Ea 
or Angel in Heaven, can undertake to arbitrate the 


us bath; 
can undertake to open the Boot, by which we ſtand 
charg'd, or to looſe the Seals ;, none can do it but the 


Rev. 5. 5. Lion of the Tribe of Judah. | | 
4. ble are often put in mind of our Debts by the Provi- 


dence of God, and by our own Conſciences. Some that are 
in Debt hope to have Benefit by the Statute of Limitations, 
and that the Debt will be dropt for want oi being de- 
manded ; but the Debts we owe to God are ever and 
anon demanded, and the Right is kept up by a continual 
Claim. God makes it to appear that he takes notice of 
them, for he frequently gives us notice of them. Con- 
ſcience is a ſtanding Monitor in our own Boſoms, to put 
us in mind of our Sins, and of the Danger we are in by 
reaſon of them; and to ſtir us up to think 
with our Adverjary in time. For this reaſon, they that 
reſolve to go en in Sin, and to have Peace (ſuch as it is) 


tho' they go on, do all they can to flifle the duggeſtions of 


their own Conſciences, and turn a deaf Ear to them, 28 


thoſe that are in debt avoid them by whom they are | 


dumm d, and keep out of their way. But ſooner or later 

Conſcience will be heard, and will force Sinners to fa 

as 7oſ-ph's Brethren did long after they had con 

the Debt, Me are verily guilty concerning our Brother. 
Afflictions are Meſſen ers ſent to us on this E 


to mind us of our Debts, by awakening our Conſciences, 


and ſetting our Sins in order before us: When bim 
things are written againſt us, tis with this Delig", © 


pay our 


ene ©S ® r. mn on © mm Lec SS 6 oo rw e 


of agreeing 1 


b 


, \ " 
0 —_—y —_—_ 
9 a 
* * * 2 as 
 _—— | 
* * 
PF 5 


s to an Account. Tis a Serjeant, whole Office it is to 
| require the Hul, to ſtrip it of the Body, and to bring it 
| to him who gave it, and to whom it is accountable. 
Ide Authority of this Officer is not to be diſputed, nor 
do come to an account, we ſhall find there is no D, | 
| Charge in that War, no Remedy, but we muſt yield. Eccl. 8.8. 

other Debts; in the Grave the Pr:ſoners reſt rogether, — 6. 23. 


\ Judgment. Tis a Maxim in our ! iw, Aftio moritur 
for 


| Thngs God ſhall bring him into Judgment. Tho' it is after — 11. 9. 
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| Count with him, and muſt ſhortly give up our Account s 


d, | 
* 
11. 
to 
ks 


42 


and removes them from us, 'tis to mind 
us of the Arrears of our Rent. Art thou come to call my 1 Kings. 
Sin to my remembrance, (ſaid the Widow of S. et) anci 7. U 

to lay my Son? Theſe rp Methods, which God takes 

to put us in mind of our Sins, are lntimatic s how e- 
vere the Reckoning will be, if we never take care to 
get them pardon'd. 
3. Death will ſhortly arreſt us for theſe Debts, to bring 


his Power reſfied. When we are ſummoned by Death 


The Wages of Sn is Death, and its conſtant Attendant Rom. 5. 
ever ſince it firſt enter d. Death is our Diicharge from 12. 


and hear not the Vice of the Oppreiſ-r 3 but it lays us Job 3 18. 
more open than ever to theſe Debt, ivr after Death the 


cum perſons, but it will be of no u! as in this caſe, 
the Creditor never dies, and 51ers the Deb- 
tors are by Death fetch'd in to appear before him. 

6. A Day of Reckoning will come, and the Day is fix'd. 
As ſure as we (ee this Day, we ſhall ſee tha: Day, when 
every Man muſt give account of himſelf unto God, and Rom. 14. 
every Work ſhall be brought into Fudgment, with every ſecret 12. 
thing, The young Maa that indulgeth himſelf in carnal Eecl. 12. 
Mirth and fenſnal Pleaſures, is told that for all theſe . 


4 long time, yet it is in the ſet time, that the Lord of the Mat. 25. 
ants, to whom the Talents were committed, comes 19. 
and reckons with them. The God to whom we ſtand in- 
| is one with whom we now have to do; for We Heb. 4. 12. 
live upon him, and ſubliſt by him, and have continual 
Buſineſs with him, which ſhould make it the more un- 
ely to us to think of ly ing under his Diſpleaſure. But 
that is not all, he is one (as ſoine read thoſe Words) o ; 
for us there 15 a Nec ming; we now have an Ac- ©<5; a 


to bim. How caretul ſhould we be to to judge our ſel ves, IO. 


an chat we may not be judged of the Lord; ſo to ſtate — 
C 2 _ 
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n. Chriſt,” as that when the Day of Reckoning comes we 


may grove wp our Account with Joy, and not with Grief, 

length be caft, that took no care to make their Peace, and 
= Mat. 18. there are the Tormentors to which they will be delivers 
34 This our Saviour gives as a Reaſon why we ſhould vu 
1 with our Adverſary quickly, while we are in the way, be- 
2 cauſe, if the be left to run on, we ſhall be deli- 
Mar. 5.25. ver d to the Judge, to the Officer, to him that bath the 


Power of Death, and fo de caſt into into Chains of | 
3 Darkneſs, a Priſon, the Miſer ies of which are endleſs and | 
= eaſeleſs. Tis a Pit in which there is no Water, not the 
1 leaſt Mixture, or Allay of Comfort, not a — Abs 
Luke 16. ter, fo much as to cool the Tongue. Some Pri for 
74. Debt live ſo merrily, that one would think their Priſons 
were deſign d for their Protection rather than their Pu- 
niſhment; but Hell is no ſuch Priſon; there's nothing 
there but Weeping, and Mailing, and Gnaſhing of _ 
and the more for the many fair Warnings gi 
Priſoners not to come into that Place of Torment. It is a 
Pit out of which there is no Redemption; the Debtor ſhall 
paid the laft Mite, which 


— 


FF 


will de to you Glad-tidings of great Joy, and as Life from 
the Dead, Nor would | have taken this Pains to thew 
you your Sins, if your Caſe had been and I 
could nor at the time have ſhew d you the great 
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han nothing elle but that bis Life ſhall go ro che Deftroy- v. 
Ae But he has a Friend with him, an Interpreter, one a- * 
| * 
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Forgsveneſs 
God graciouſly 


2painſt himſe 
and faith David, The Lord has taken away 28am. 12. 
thy Sir, thou ſhalt not die; thou ſhalt not come into Con- 13. 
demnation, thine Iniquity is become thy Grief and 

Shame, and therefore fear not, it ſhall not be thy Ruin. 

Thou ſhalt not have all thou haſt ſeiz'd on, thou ſhalt 
Prifon, as thou deſerveſt. The Debt ſhall 


by Afittion, it may be, as 
alarm'd by it to expect a Job 33. 
much ſorer Puniſhment : He is chaſtned with Pain upon bis 19. 


under the Senſe of Guilt and Dread of Wrath,counts 


4 thouſand, that ſhews him God's Uprightneſs, his V. 
of Sin, and yet his Readineſs to pardon Sinners. 2 
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that there is that in them which deſerves 
But i is God that juſtifies, and then who is he that ſul 
condenm ? Chriſt died, and therefore the Believe 
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Well, this is a good Step towards the forgiving of 
the Debt; now there begins to be Hope in Iſrael concen 
ing this thing; herein appears the Divine Pity and Com- 
paiſion, God's Slownels to Anger, and Readineſs toſhew 
2 Pet, 3. Mercy; and this long Suffering of the Lord is Saluatim; 
\ BS. but the Proceedings may perhaps be fe d for the pre 
ſent, and yet may be reviv'd another time; A Judgment 

that has long lain dormant may come againſt a Man 
when he leaſt thinks of it, and therefore God in forgi- 
ving theſe Debts goes farther, 
2. Hecancels the Bond, vacates the Judgment, and di- 
Cal. 2. 14. annuls the Hand writing that was againſt us, that was cu 
tray to n, and takes it out of the Way. He pardons Sin 
Heb.8.13. throughly and fully, ſo as to remember it no more againlt 
IIa. 38. 17. the Sinner. He cafts it behind his Back, as that whichhe 
Mic. 7. 19. is determin'd never more to enquire after ; calls it im 


the Depths of the Sea, as that which ſhall never more ap | 


pear or come to light, as it might at low Water, if it 

were caſt near the Shore Side. The Iniquity of Jacob 

Jer. 30. ſhall be ſought for and not be found ;, therefore God is ful 
112 26. to blot out the Iniquities of poor Penitents, as the Am- | 
+ 43-25- andum of a Debt is blotted out when it is paid or par- 
don'd : e not only croſſeth the Book, which leaves it le 
gible, but blors it out, not to be read, for ſo is the Fro 
Ezck, 18. miſe to a true Penitent, Al his Tranſgreſſions that ke hath 
* committed ſhall not be mention d unto him, he ſhall not bæ 
o much as upbraided with them. Tis blattes 2 
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F Forgivtheſs of Sin as 4 Debt. 23 

3 as 6 thick Cloud by the Heat of the Sun, tis va- IIa. 44 22. 

ud there appears not the leaſt Remainder of it. 

is remov'd from the Tranſgreffors as Pſal. 103. 

- arthe Eat is fromthe Welt. Theſe and many the like 12. . 

vreffions give us abundant Aſſurance hat the Sin once 

prdon'd ſhall not riſe up in Judgment againſt the Sinner 

other Day, and give us abundant Occahion to fav, 

Whois a God like unto thee, pardonmy huquty ! 

Well, this ſecures the Life and Happineſs, and eter- 

ml Welfare of the penitent Believer ; but ſtill he may 
t preſent Comfort. The Bond may be cancell d, 

ad he not know it, the Sentence of r | 

nd yet he not hear the Voice of Joy and Gladneſs, ſo that Pſal.51.8. 

the Bones are ſtill 1 therefore God is 

1 to carry this Act of Grace on yet 

7 


3. He gives an Acquittance, and delivers it by his Spi- 
nt into the Believer's Hand, ſpeaking Peace to him, fil- 
ling him with Comfort, ariſing from a Senſe of his Ju- 
Mention, and the blefſed Tokens and Pledges of it; | 
When he faith, Sn, Daughter, Be of good Chear, thy Mat.'9. 2. 
Sins are forgiven thee; as he ſpake comfortably unto Zion, IIa. 40. 2. 
25 Thy Warfare is accompliſh d, thine Iniquity is par- 
ud, then he gives up the Bond cance]F4 to the un- 
kable Satisfaction of the Penitent. We read of a 

oman that had been a Sinner, a notorious Sinner, who 
pon her Repentance had much forgiven her, and ſh:w'd Luke 7. 
it by her loving much, yet afterwards Chriſt not oiily 47, 48. 
aid of her, Her Sins which are many are forgiven, but 
wrn'd and fad to her, Thy Sins are forgiven thee, 
Toy Faith hath ſaved thee, to ſet forth this further Act 
« the Divine Favour, in cauſing us to hear God's Lo- 
are 
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| efs, and to taft that he is gracious. 
ell, Bleſſed, thrice Bleſſed are they whoſe Iniquities 
ei thus forgroer, and to whom they are not impured 3 
who by their own Experience of the breaking of the 
Power of Sin in them, are made to know that the Guilt 
«Sin is removed; and to whom it ”m— by their 
bring reconcird to God, and to his whole Will, that 
God is in Chriſt reconcil'd to them: But may it be ho- 
Rd that theſe Criminals ſhall not only be pardon d but 
| pad, and made Favourites again, yes, to compleat 

ng Js henot only forgives the Debts we have con- 


4. He 
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24 A Sermon concerning the © 
4. He condeſcends to deal with us g 
* and Communion wah bi 

have gone behind hand in our Rent, he pardons the 4. 
rears, and continues us his Tenants; tho we have bia 
and waſted our Talents, yet he continues us in his Ser 


＋ 5. 


„ 


vice, po af us Ar- _ we have 
great » tho' we may forgive them, | 
not forget them, nor care for truſting m 
in this, as in other things, the God with whom we 
and 
for 


to do, is God and not Man, that he forgives 
and yet will be no Loſer in his Glory by 
Land, whe 6 Man, that he ſhould be thus rx , 
that he ſhould not only be deliver d from going down ty 
the Pit, but that his Life ſhould ſee the Light, the eter- 
nal Light, and the Paths that lead to it. When we 
pray that God would forgive us our Debts, we pray nat 
only that we may not be rejected, but that we may he 
2 T. accepted in the beloved, according ta the Riches of that 


Job k. 


Grace wherein he hath abounded towards us, that with the | 


» 7» 
Az. 38. Rexiſſion of Sins, we may receive the Gift of the B 
Gil the Earneſt of the Spirit, and that at — 
— Which it is the Earneſt of, even an Inheritance among al 
„ are ſanctiſied, for whom he juſtiſied them he 
_ Pw 
Secondly, Having ſeen how much is included in Gul 
forgiving us our Debts, becauſe it is ſo great a Favour 
that we may be tempted to think it too much for ſuch 
worthleſs unworthy Creatures as we are to expect, Let 


us next enquire, what Ground we have to hope for 1; 


How is it that a God infinitely juſt and holy, ſhould be 
thus readily reconcil'd to a guilty and polluted Sinner 
upon his repenting ; If we owe a great Sum of Money 
to a Man like our ſelves, we could not have the Faceto 
go to him, and deſire him to remit it, when we have 
not wherewithal to make any Compoſition with him? 
Why ſhould not a juſt Debt be paid ? and if nothings} 
Mat. 18. to be had, why ſhould not the Debtor be fold ? Cur# | 
25 Lex; what Reaſon have we to expect that the lan 
449.24 Captive ſhould be deliver d? Bleſſed be God we my 
expect it, we may be ſure of it, if we repent and be 

lieve the Goſpel. : 1 

1. We may ſupport our Expectations with the Gen. 


weſs of his Nature. This is ſo much his Glory, that E 


| he hath proclaimed his Name not only gracious and m 
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| truethat he is jaft and righreous, that he is the great Go- 


| fed by the 


4J 
— 2 
1 . 
— 
= 4 


It u there in my 


out of the full Vials of his Wrath ;, And 
dis Goodneſs 


but in this cone 

fs Tranſgreſſs preſſion _— Sin therefore Exod. 34: © 
in the Ruin Sinner. How vaſt were the Gn 
_ rr which moved bin Mat. u8. | 
to forgive ſo great a Debt, as that of ten thouſand Tam 27. F 
and yet as — is high above the Earth, ſo do the 
Divine flions exceed thoſe ; Ju! of COS 
them ſo, when their Tranf; greſſions were ſo 
r yet he being full of , for- 


Iniquity. Merciful Men will ſometimes lend, 
nothing again, and where nothing is to be had, 


will not be rigorous nor extreme in demanding their 
Right, and ſhall not the Farher Mercie: take Pity on 
*＋ 


— removes our 5. 


77 


the Miſery of Pat, the they brought it upon them- 16. 
ſeives by their own Sin and Fol olly. Shs aj 

Well, it is true that God is infinitely good, and we 
have abundant Reaſon to in his Mercy, and abun- 
dant | ement to it with him ; but it is as 


remour of the World, - 28 
ment muſt de maintain d, his injur d Juſtice calls for 
and one Attribute of his ſhall not be glori- 
Damage and Reproach of another. 871 
true, he is merciful, and yet there is a World of Angels 
that lie, and are like to lie for ever, under the pouring 
tho 
and Mercy, as it is reveal to us in the 
re, is our great Encouragement, yet, 


A upon the Me- 
2 us, therefore God forgives our 
Debt, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, by the Blood of his Croſs, 
has made Sari attiom for in, * and AI 
for ours; which is fo far from le 85 
that Grace which fo ves 
1 
ſelf that gave bis Sor to 


more than 


therefore to Pſal. : 
| ready to fer- Pal. BS. 


us as far as the Eal is from the Weſt. Pſal. 103. | 
He is a God with whom that Plea is of Force, What Pro- 8. 12. 
Blood ? and whoſe Soul was grieved far Jud 19. 
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_— . A Sermon concerning the 
ſelf to ſuch a vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure;that ks 
might do it fo as to ſecure, nay to declare his N 
neſs, to declare, I ſay, at this time his Righteouſneſs, (ſack 
an Emphaſis does the Apoſtle lay upon this) that he 
not only merciful but juft, and the 
h believe in Jeſus. It Sinners are Debtors, 


a Satisfaction their Debt is forgiven : Chriſt is call'd the 


a 
W 
1 


the Beginning. His Office as Mediator takes it for grant · | 
Gal.3.20. ed, that God and Man are at Variance, for a Mediator 


zs not of one; we are look'd upon as under the Lan, that 
d,, under the Curſe, when Chriſt to redeem us makes 
Gal. 3.10, ; oa Sin and a Curſe for us. Let us fee. how this is 
13. lone | 


1. Our Lord Jeſus voluntarily mndertook to be @ Surety | 


for us; pitying our deplorable Cale, and concern d for 
| his Father's injur'd Honour, that Divine Juſtice might 
| be ſatisfied, and yet Sinners fav'd, he offer d to make 
his own Soul a Sacrifice for Sin, and himſelf a Proputzation 


anſwering the Demazds ef the Law, as the Propitiatory, 


or Mercy Seat exactly anſwer d the Dimenſions of the 


Ark. The Father intruſted him with this great Piece | 


4 of Service, and he voluntarily and chearfully conſented 
Pal. 40. 5. to it: He laid, Lo, I come, and not only did this Will 
of God, but delighted to do it, drawn to it, and held to 

it, with no other Cords but thoſe of his own Love, and 


the Agreeableneſs of his Undertaking to his Fathers | 


Commandment. 
Chriſt had no Debt of his own to pay, for he ang 


did thoſe things that pleas'd his Father; ſuch was the Dig- 
nity of his Ferf.n, and ſuch the Value of the Price he | 


paid, that he had wherewithal to make full Satisfaction, 
and to pay this great Debt, even to the liſt Mite. He 


laid, Upor me be the Curſe, my Father. Thus he became | 


| bound for us, as Pau! for Oneſimus, to Philemon his Ma- 


| Thil. 18. ſter, If be have wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, I Pau | 


have written it with my own Hd, the bieſſed Jeſus hath 
write 


tifier of | 
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| of Chriſt's Death it is once for all ſari qed, and Reconci- 
| lation made for Iniquity. Thus he rejtor'd that which Fal. & 


| er's Feet, and every Song ſung to his Praiſe. Who is Jer. 30. 


ſave, he is — 


the Iniquity of us all, made it all to meet upon him, (ſo the 
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Aatisfact 
that he 


written it with his own Blood, I will zepay it. And this 
ing of Chriſt's ſhall Shs Boe to the Glory 
of God, even to the Glory of his Juſtice, than the Dam- 
nation of theſe Sinners would have done; for if they 
had periſh'd, the Righteouſneſs of God would have been 
to Eternity but in the ſatisfying, but now by the Merit 


he took not away. — 

Let us pauſe a little, and think with Wonder and 
Thankfulneſs of this glorious Undertaking : tHow preat 
was that Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour towards 
Man, which ſet this Work a going! How admirable 


me Wiſdom that contriv'd it! The Wiſdom of God in a Cor. 2. 


Myſtery. Let every Crown be thrown at the Redeem: 7- 


this that engageth his Heart to approach unto God, as a ; 
Sarety for us? *Tis he that ſpeaks in Righteouſnejs, and Iſa. C3. 1. 
will never unſay what he has faid, for he is migaty to 


2. Having made himſelf a Surety for us, he made full 
Satisfatiion to Divine Juſtice for our Debt, by the Blood | 
ofhis Croſs. He pour'd out his Soul umto Death, not only Ila. 53. 
for our Good, but in our ſtead, and paid, tho' not the T2. 
dem, the ſame that we ſhould have paid, yet the Tant un- 
dem, that which was more than equivalent ;, ſo that in 
him God might be ſaid to have received double for all our Ila. 40. 2. 
Sms, lo much was the Father glorified in him. 

God charg d the Debt upon him, according to his Un- 
dertaking ; Thoſe he undertook for being Hl vent, the ö 
Attion was brought againſt him, and God {aid pn hi If. 53. 6. 


Words) as the Sins of all Jrael were mide to meet up- | 
on the Head of the Goat, that on the Day of Atonement Lev. 1. 
was to be ſent into a Land of Forgetfulneſi. Solomon ſaith, 21. 
He that is Surety for à Stranger jvall ſmart for it; ſhall be Prov. 11. 
broken by it; our Lord Jeſus being Surety for us 5. 
mat were Strangers and Foreigners, he /{-:42rtcd for 

Gur it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and put him te Wa. 53. 

10. 


He voluntarily and freely paid the Debt; his Life was : 
nat fore d from him, but he aid ir down of hin;ſeif, The ſoh ut. 
action was to be made to God in his Honour, for in 18. | 


had been injur d, and to that he uad an Exe, 
D 2 + when 


c 
= 
1 » * 
. 


E ; 


23. 


Lech. 6. 


18. Who ſeiz d him in the Garden, If ye ſeek are, let t 


r Peren 


3. — which 88 our Sins was 
graciouſly accepted, and God was fo well pleas'd in him, 
to be well-pleas'd with ws im him. This was further 
1 for in ſtrift Juſtice it might have 
deen inſiſted on that the Law ſhould have had its courſe 
againſt the Sinners themſelves. Chriſt intimated, that 
purſuant to the Counſels of Peace, which were between 
the Father and him, concerning Men's R his 
Arreſt? uld — Diſcharge, when he ſaid to thoſe 


their Way. He deliver'd up himſelf to ſuffer 1 
that we might be deliver'd from Wrath and Ruin, and 
Divine Juſtice agreed to it. 


In token of the Acceptance of his Satisfaction, God | 


raiſed bim from the Deat, ons an Hagel to HY CREEP 
Stone from the Door of the Sepulchre, and fo to releaſe 
* vrhich he did, and then ſate upon it in Tri- 
nd fignifying that then Death had no more Do- 
— pan ham, but was perfectly conquer d and abo- 


liſh'd. But are we certain that he had a fair Diſcharge? 


Yes, for he was often ſeen alive, ſeen at Liberty, 
the Father having rais'd him from the Dead, ſer him at 
bis own right Hand, which would have been no place for 
him, if he had not fully made good bi Under 
Chriſt's Dearh being the — of our 

4 was deliuer d for our Offences, his on — was the 
taking our of our Acquittance, for hs re ee, 
Fuſtification. Therefore the "Apoſtle 

dur Faith, Hops and Comfort upon * bo 5s be that 
Hall condemn ? . Execution againſt 


which it appears that his Dying for us was 
Corky Lemke name is even at the right Hand of 


elne in the virtue of his Sfb nf 6 


Rom. 8. us? Jt is Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen aan, 
| 3+ * 
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nent, to 

went which poor Sinners ſhould be 

deliver'd from that Wrath and Curſe to which they were 

bound over, and brought into the glorious Liberty of 

God's Children, and reſtor'd to all the glorious Privile- 
ges and Inheritances of free-born raclites. And Bleſſed | 
| # the People that hear this joyful Sound, the Trumpet of Pſ.8g. 13. 
the everlaſting Goſpel publiſhing this Releaſe, this Act 

of Indemnity, Liberty to the Captives, and the opening of 


” ———_ 


—— + ee 5 be brought to all 
ngs of great Joy are to it to 

| Peale. Whoever will may —4 and take the Benefit of 

this General Releaſe, and fue out a particular Diſcharge 


urted, and 
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It is upon the account of Chriſt's Satisfaction, tht 

tur Sins are actnaly pardon'd upon our Repenting and Be- 
 beving, and that's it which K. are to plead with God, 
upon as a valid Plea in our Prayers to God for 
eneſs of our Debts. In his Righteouſneſs we 


appar befors God, making mentia of that, even of rr 7116. 
— F . | 4 


* 
+ 


"2 


ground a Treaty of Peace upon; and yet it is 4 , 
that Multitudes periſh erernally under the Load of this 
Debt, and continue in their * notwith 

the Proclamation of Liberty. N 

all to ſee to it, that we be duly qualified according torn 


fron. We muſt alfo in a particular manner have an eye 
to his Death as our Ranſom, for the ſake of which weare 


for you through Grace, I promiſe my ſelf you will 
from you, t hat you may obtain this Favour, and that your 


8 ” by a 
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4 Sermon 

3 « 
his Blood, that we have Re 
miſſion of Sins, for 

xs Without the 


ow ſelves. It 


onft 
In praying for the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, we mul 


have an Eye to Chriſt as our Redeemer; the Redeemer © 
of our Perſons that were in Bondage, and of our Inheri- 
tance which was in Mortgage. He is our Goel, Job calk 
him fo, and the Prophets often. It is the Title of the © 
next Kinſman, who by the Law was to redeem the Po 


Nature upon him, is become our Kinſman, 2nd he is 


the next Kinſman that is able to redeem, fo that to him 


the Right of Redempticn doth belong, and he has gre | 


ciouſly condeſcended to do the Kinſman's Part, ſo that we 


return to our Inheritance again, from which we had | 
Eph. 1.14. otherwiſe been for ever baniſb d, and have the Earneſt of 


it until the compleat Redemption of the purchaſed Paſſſ- | 


S FIT 


ſeſſion which his Brother ſold. Chriſt having taken our | 


deliver d from going down to the Pit. Very fitly there 


Thirdly, Having ſhew'd you how ſad your Caſe is up 
on the account of Sin, and what a dangerous Debt it i 
and yet that your Caſe is not deſperate, but there is an 

noW 


willing and glad to hear what is expected and requirtd 


Debts may be forgiven. Chriſt as a Surety for us hath 
made Satisfaction, but what muſt we do that we m 
have an Intereſt in that Satisfaction? It is true that 
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i fore is that Sacrament, which is the Aemorial of bu Fur 
Death made the Sea! of our Pardon. 


Atonement is made for Sin, and is accepted as ſufficient o ye 


t therefore concerns 
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Forgiveniſs of Sin as « Debt. 
bf the New Covenant for the Comforts of a ſealed 
and a ſertled Peace: And that we may be | 
1. We muſt confeſs the Debt, with a humble, lowly, 
rent and obedient Heart. We muſt own our ſelves 4 
before God, and concluded under Sin. Let not thoſe =_— 
to profper, or recover themſelves from under this Prov. 38. 
who cover their Sins; for they, and they only, 13. -_- 
eſs and forſake them, ſhall ind Mercy. We are 
as Debtors, and muſt not go about to deny the 
no, nor to excuſe or e xtenuate it, but be ready to 
{ xcknowledge that we have ſinned, and have perverted ſob 33: 
which was right, and it profited us not, that we have 27. 
both wjuft to God, and injurious to our ſelves, as 
ors are. 
In caunfeſſing the Debt we muſt be particular, muſt not 
only _— we are Sinners ; but in this and the other 
bftance we have finned ; not for formation to God, 
he knows our Sins better than we our ſelves know them; 
| but for Humiliation and Warning to our ſelves. I have 
| ned (faith David) and have done this Exil: I have pf, 51. 4. 
ae (faith Achan) and thus and thus have I done. Joſh.7.20. 
And the more particular we are in the Acknowledgment 
of Sin, the more Comfort we may expect to have in the 
Senſe of the Pardon. If I can fay, This Sin I confeſs d, 
[truſt through Grace this Sin is pardon'd, and ſhall not 
be laid to my Charge. But then this Confeſſion of Sin 
nit be accompanied with true Remorſe and godly 
Sorrow for it z we muſt bewail it, and bemoan our ſelves 
decauſe of it: muſt give Glory to God, and take ſhame 
to our ſelves in making this Confeſſion, and as the Pro- 
digal, when we own we have ſinnned againſt God, we 
mult own, that we are no more worthy to be called his 
aren, nay, that it were a righteous thing with him 
to deliver us to the Tormentors. And if we thus judge our 
ſelves, we ſhall not be Judged. 
| 2. We muſt acknowledge a Fudgment of all we have to 
ur Lord Teſres, who hath been thus kind to ſatisfy for 
ar Debt. This is one proper Act of Faith, to reſign, 
1 urrender, and give up our ſelves, our whole ſelves, Bo- 
Soul, and Spirit, all we are, have, and can do, to 
de under the . 
ware Direction and Government of his Word 
an ri, to be devoted to his Honour, imploy d in his 
* and diſpos d of at his Will. Our own ſelves we 2 Cat. 3. 3. 
Se unto the Lord, and to us to live malt be . 4 
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A Sermon initerning the 
Our Al moſt be put into his 
Feet. It is indeed a very 

ſuch as it is he requires it, and i 


provided we be ſincere and 
| There's g reaſon why 


25 


oy WO own true Wel- 
fare, that we may not again be our own Ruin. Thus 
will he compleat his Kindneſs to us, if it de not our om 
Fault: He that was our Surety to fave us from periſhing | 
under the Load of Guilt we had will be our 
Truftee, to fave us from falling again under the like | 
Load; for he hath ſaid, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 
H. 138.8. you. Thus will he perfect all that which concerns ws, and 
if we commit our ſelves and our All to him, we ſhall find 
2 Tim. I. he is able to keep what we have committed unto him again 
te that Day, and he will be found a faithful Truſtee. 
3. We muſt give to Chriſt the Honour of our Pardon, by 
relying intirely on his Righteouſneſs as our Plea for it, *. 
1 Car. 3. knowledging that other Foundation of Hope can no 
*1. lay, and other Fountain of Joy can no Man open. We 
muſt for ever diſclaim all ce upon our ownSuF 
ficiency, and with the higheſt Satisfaction reſt upon } 
Chriſt only as a compleat and all ſufficient Saviour. The 
great Concerns of our immortal Souls, our Reconciliz 
tion to and our Felicity in him, we muſt lodge in 
bis Hands, by a Submiſſion not only to his Governmeth, 
as the Lord our Ruler, but to his Grace as the Lord u 
x Cor. 1. Righteouſneſs, made of God to us Righteouſneſs, that 1 
30. might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. For this 
= Cor. 5. Boaſting s for ever excluded; andhe that glories mul i) | 
in the Lord. 
4 We muſt fudy what we ſhall render to him that bab 
loved us, that hath ſo loved us. Let us mention it to 
Praiſe, take all Occaſoas to ſpeak * 2 your 1 
wherewith he loved us, in as 
328 Debe. We cannor erpect an h 
| in Chrif 3 
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Forgiveneſs of Sip «es. 4 Debr: 33 
to own.aur Obligations to him, as thoſe that are 
the ern 


to him. | 
5 1. We mut en ge rs for the frog ht wh 
L we would find Mercy 


clole to the Way of our Buty; ; ceaſing to do evil, +: 4 
to do well, axe the communded Fruits of Re- +.Y 
d without thoſe we cannot expect the pro- * 


NS; our Rent more punctually for time 
© Day is > Row doy with us, and we 
phony bf Time with Duty, and do- 
5 y in its Day, to pay our Rent 

we come ſhort, balance our Accounts 1 John 1, 
of Chriſt, which cleanſeth from all Sin G. 

« renewed Application of the Virtue of that 30 our 
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provement of them, that by the Bleſſing and Grace 
er Maſter, our five Talents may be ling nd Grice of 
— are our Maſter's Approbation, and enter at 
into his Joy. And let us r remember; _ 
ip is Feace to dis 
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